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CELEBRITIES, AND 
OTHER FAMOUS PUBLICATION OF 
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HOW MUCH 
DOES IT COST 
TO BECOME A 
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ISN'T OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC. 
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AT YOUR AGE, 
AKIHITO? 
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YOU WANT TO 
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THANK YOU. WAS, 
THERE ALSO AN 
INCREASE IN 
PROCEEDS 

TODAY? 


WE 


WILL. 


MANAGER, 
THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR HARD. 

WORK. 
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WHO WAS THE 
SOURCE FOR 
THE SCOOP 
FROM THAT 


BUT THE 
DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY'S 
OFFICE 
APPROACHED 
ME... 


REALLY? I 
HAVEN'T HEARD 
OF ANYTHING BUT 
SOME SCANDAL 

INVOLVING A 

WOMAN. 


OF COURSE 
T'M NOT 
REVEALING IT. 


CONFIDENTIAL, 
INFORMATION. 


HEY, HOW 
MUCH MONEY 
WERE YOU 
PAID FOR 
THAT STORY? 


HOWEVER, 
FOR THAT 
PROSECUTOR, 
MAYBE - I 
WONDER IF 
THAT OLD 
POLITICIAN, 
KOUYAMA, 
WAS TRICKED, 


ELECTIONS ARE 
COMING UR 


‘SHE MAY 
HAVE BEEN 
IMPLICATED IN 
SOMETHING 
DANGEROUS. 


PHOTOGRAPHED 
WITH THAT GUY, 
‘SHE'S MISSING 


WHAT? 70% 
OF THE 
PROFITS 
WASN'T 
ENOUGHI? 


YOU DUPED ME 
INTO HELPING YOU 
COVER THAT 
STORY ASA 


YOU SHOULD 
FORGET 
ABOUT IT AND 
MOVE ON. 


HEY, YOU'RE 
GETTING 
EMOTIONALLY 
INVESTED IN A 
STORY AGAIN. 


THAT'S PRETTY 
TYPICAL FOR A 
WOMAN IN 
THAT SORT OF 
BUSINESS. 


TFOUND OUT SHE \ 
HASN'T 
RETURNED 


EH - THAT 
CAN'T BE 
RIGHT. DIDN'T 
SHE JUST GO 
BACK TO HER 
HOMETOWN 
AFTER THE 
SCANDAL 
ERUPTED? 


MITARAT IS 
RIGHT, BUT. 


OR YOU WON'T 
BE ABLE TO DO 
YOUR JOB AS AN 
INVESTIGATIVE 

REPORTER. 


MAYBE I 
DONT REALLY TAWA 
CARE ABOUT SUSTEN 
THE MISSING D GLIMPSES 
GIRL. 
| BUIRWASNGT 
HEYGOODs 
LOOKING? 


HEZDRIVES: 
ANNICE: 


MAYBE WHAT 
TREALLY 
WANT IS 
TO LEARN 

MORE ABOUT 

THAT GUY. 
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HEY, THE 
REGULAR 
VARIETY IS 
FINE. IT'D BE 
A PROBLEM IF 
IT LASTED 
TOO LONG. 


TAKE THIS, 


AND YOU'LL 


BE FLYING 
FOR TWO 
HOURS. 


o—» 


SS NOO 
NHIRED TO BE THE: 
\ é Wes MANAGER: 
/) \NHE:S {QUITE} 
SBR PAYS SHREWDTHE/Uses 
) HIS{CONNEGTIONS 
) ISAFORER 
\ HODEL TOMAKE 


UNLIKE SION WHICH 
HAS A MORE 
UBDUED. TASTEFUL 


AND IT SEEMS HE. 
WAS SPENDING 
THAT EMBEZZLED 
MONEY ON 
WOMEN. 


THAT Dey 
RVER) 
WD Nay 


FROM MY 
RESEARCH, IT 


YEAH. THAT'S LOOKS LIKE 
PROBABLY WHY KOUYAMA WAS 
= THE DISTRICT SUSPECTED OF 
PROSECUTOR IS EMBEZZLING 
GETTING INVOLVED. PUBLIC FUNDS 
AND ALSO THAT FOR LAND 
MANAGER, I : DEVELOPMENT 


\ WONDER IF HE'S PROJECTS. 


\ COMPLICIT? 


= SUDOUISHUU: 
CLUB 
DRACAENA'S, 
MANAGER: 27 
YEARSIOLD: 
SINGLENO 
GIRUERIEND. 
_ 


DRACAENA 
ALSO 
SEEMS LIKE OFFERS A 
THAT AOKI VIP ESCORT 
GIRL WAS ‘SERVICE. 
SENT TO. 
SWINDLE SOME. 
WEALTHY 


iv. 
4 THEIR MONEY. 


EH. A 


ramen | (i vee il 
WELL, AS A TELLING ME 
JOURNALIST, TO MOVE ON, . TALKING AN LIKELY HE 
YOU'VE DONE AMOUNT OF 
ALOT OF - 100 
RESEARCH ON : OL MULION THAT 
THIS STORY. WAS 
EMBEZZLED. 
AT THIS 
POINT, 
EITHER SHE 
FLED WITH 
THE MONEY 
ARE YOU WS eas 
REGRETTING \ \) GOTTEN RID 
YOUR Te 


REGRETTING? 
WHAT FOR? I WAS 
ONLY LETTING 
YOU KNOW HOW 
INCREDIBLE MY 
INFORMATION 
NETWORK IS, 
RIGHT? 


KNOWS? OH, OF WHICH 
AND THE COMPANY'S 
GUY WHO'S. PRESIDENT!? 


WITH HER, 
HAVEN'T I 
‘SEEN HIM 
BEFORE? 


pS AOD NUCIHLIA—St-11 


MISTRESS OF 
SOME 


COMPANY'S 
PRESIDENT. 


oD AS GME ONO IAEA HD 
SHAUMSBA ISAS Se 


YOU-YOU 
THINK YOU 
RECOGNIZE 
HIM? 


AH, T 
REMEMBER. 
HE'S SOME 
IMPORTANT 
DIPLOMAT. 


SFStasy nts 


EVEN THAT 
MANAGER. ASIDE 


HEY, YOUHAD A TH 
PRETTY 
TROUBLED LOOK = HA ae 
THERE. ISN'T IT 
‘AMAZING HOW 
DIFFERENT THOSE 
PEOPLE ARE FROM 
US COMMON 
PEOPLE STUCK 
EATING BUNS INA AZ 
CAR. 


WITPHALLST HOSE: 


ASSETS: 


I(GEEL WORN 

DOWN BYeTHAT, 

a GUANOROUS 
WORLD: 

. DONT: 


Bi ary 
INSTHOSE: 


u = ( ANYHOW, I'LL. 

TRY DIGGING UP 
Ke ‘SOME MORE 

L ae INTEL ON THAT eee 

SUDOU GUY. 


MEMBERS PAY 
MILLIONS FOR 
ADMISSION TO 
THIS GYM. IT'S 
A WEALTH OF 
INFORMATION. 


HEY ~ HIT 
HADN'T SEEN 
YOU AROUND. 
IS THIS YOUR 

FIRST TIME 

HERE? 


COMPANY ARE. \ 


YOU FROM? I'M 
A PRODUCER 
ATT” AGENCY 


Qe 


ay 


HE WORKS 
OUT HERE 
THREE DAYS 
AWEEK. 


IT'S PACKED = 


WITH > 
CELEBRITIES | 
THAD TO USE AND RICH OLD cake 
AI-CHAN’S MEN. 
MEMBERSHIP 
CARD. 
OTHERWISE, 
THERE'S NO 
WAY I COULD 
HAVE GOTTEN 


INI h 


THIS OLD 
MAN'S BEEN 
TRYING TO 
CHAT ME UP 

FORA 
WHILE. 


THIS COULD BE 
MY CHANCE TO. 
MAKE A. 
CONNECTION 
WITH THE RICH 


HELLO, 
HOW'S IT 
GOING! 


( 


suas 


Sh 


ACCORDING TO 


AI-CHAN, AOKI 
Kepa tee MAYU WAS HEARD 
WHEREABOUTS. Poe 
THE PHONE, 


SAYING SHE HAD 
PROOF OF THE 
EMBEZZLEMENT. 


1 


WONDERING 

ABOUT THIS Peer 

NEW YOUNG CLUES 
ry AROUND... 


BUT I'VE 
MET YOU 
ALREADY. 


YOU-YOU'RE 


L FROM THAT 

l, 7 CLUB IN 

y ; SHINJYUKU. 
| "Ze. 

IM | "2 
SAKAGAKI. of AUT " 
DON'T YOU D ne 
REMEMBER 

ME? aE AEN 


DON'T SAY 
SUCH A 
HEARTLESS 
THING” 
IN THIS GYM, 
NOBODY BUT 
RICH PEOPLE 


ARE ALLOWED 
ADMISSION. I'M 
INTERESTED IN 
WHAT A REPORTER 
FOR A WEEKLY 
NEWSPAPER HAS 
COME HERE TO DO? 


yerT—-h—-b 


Shower Room 


WHAT 
4 A) ARE YOU 
\} DOING!? 


YOU'RE 
TAKABA-KUN, 
RIGHT? WHAT 

ARE YOU 
DOING HERE? 
HOW DID YOU 

SNEAK IN? 


THAVE NO 
RECOLLECTION 
OF YOU. 
PLEASE LET GO. 


WATT... 
WHERE ARE 
YOU PUTTING 
YOUR HAND?! 


REPORTER FOR 
A WEEKLY 
NEWSPAPER? 


TLL TELL YOU PERHAPS 
EVERYTHING WH-WHAT | YOU USED 
YOU WANT TO ARE YOU 5 c THAT GUY'S 
KNOW. AT A TALKING i CONNECTIONS? 
REASONABLE ABOUT?! THANKS TO 
PRICE. e HIM YOU 
\ \ & ' MANAGED TO 
WN a - GET IN HERE? 


IF THERE'S. 
INFORMATION 
YOU WANT THAT 
YOU CAN'T DIG UP 
HERE, COME BY 


WHAT KIND / y 
OF OccUPA- +5 3 ANS ‘AH-SORRY. 
TION ARE CALLIT AN 
YOU IN! OCCUPATIONAL 


TO —_— 


d/h y 
Uf is, 


THIS IS STILL 
NOT THE 

PLACE FOR 
THAT. 


OHNO. I'VE 


INADVERTENT 
CONTACT 
WITH THE 
TARGET! 


COLLEAGUES IN 
THE MEDIA HAVE 
BEEN MAKING A 

LOT OF FUSS 
‘AROUND ME OF 


PRIVATE GYM 


FOR USE BY 
AND I'MA 


‘ AND I ASK THAT 
INFORMATION 
UTTLE q i 
SICK OF ‘ é : resin 
: RECORD. 


MEMBERS ONLY, 


YOU SHOULDN'T 
ENGAGE IN THAT 
KIND OF CONDUCT 
IN SUCH A PUBLIC. 
PLACE. YOU 
SHOULD BE MORE 
DISCREET. 


ARE YOU A 

REPORTER 
FOR A WEEKLY 
NEWSPAPER? 


+4 
= 
Be 
< 


Z 
r 
4 
x 
of 
] 

9) 
Bs 
w 


= TMS BaTT SE 
CrUiGtObok Gra orien 


SFStasy nts 


T EVEN HAVE TO 
CAUTION THE GIRLS 
IN MY CLUB. TOO. 
MUCH GREED AND 
LOVE OF LUXURY 
CORRUPTS. 


BUT THERE 
= ARE SOME 
| > WHO TRY TO 
HEY, ALL MEN | S EXCEED THEIR 
ARE EQUAL. = STATUS AND 


ALTHOUGH SX 1 SEEK TO RISE 
PRETTY GIRLS |, Ns ABOVE THEIR 


ARE SPECIAL. } POSITIONS. 


EMPLOYEE 
OVERSTEPS. I DON'T CARE 


THEIR 
STATION? 
WHAT DO. 

YOU DO 

THEN? 


T WONDER 
HOW YOU 
DEAL WITH 
YOUR PEOPLE 
WHO BECOME 
FASCINATED 


BY THAT 
SORT OF 


LIFESTYLE? 


FOR RICH 
PEOPLE. IT'S 
MONEY I LIKE! 


THEY CAN'T 
AND 
SHOULDN'T 
ASPIRE TO 
ENTER THE 
ELITE WORLD 
OCCUPIED BY 
THE LIKES OF 
COMPANY 
PRESIDENTS. 


YOU SEEM TO. 


BE SAYING 
THAT EVEN 


THOUGH THERE 
ARE ORDINARY 
PEOPLE WHO 


EARN BIG 
MONEY, 


MOST PEOPLE 
LIVEA 
UFESTYLE 
ACCORDING TO 
THEIR MEANS. 


SAKAGAKI, WHAT. 
DO YOU THINK OF 
PEOPLE WHO ARE 
OBSESSED ABOUT 


WOULD IT? I 
WAS JUST 
WONDERING. 


T'MUNDER NO 
OBLIGATION 
TO JUSTIFY 
MYSELF TO A 

GUY I'VE JUST 

MET. 


WANT ME TO 
ANSWER 
INSTEAD? 
/N FORA ALTHOUGH IF 
UHM, IF REASONABLE YOU WERE THE 
YOU'LL PRICE, OF SON OF SOME: 
EXCUSE ME, COURSE. DISTINGUISHED 
TLL BE FAMILY, THAT'D 
LEAVING BE ANOTHER 
NOW. STORY. 


THAT'S 
PROBABLY 
BEST. 


WHO KNOWS 
WHAT MIGHT 
HAPPEN IF YOU 
STICK AROUND 
THAT BEAST. 


BY THE WAY, 
NEXT TIME IF 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING YOU 
WANT TO KNOW, 
COME BY MY 
CLUB, CLUB 
ALTHOUGH DRACAENA IN 
S AZABU 


«+, ASSUMING YOU 
MEET THE 
MEMBERSHIP: 
REQUIREMENTS, 
OF COURSE. 
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YEAH. HE'S THE 
“PET" OF THE 
OWNER OF 
YOUR CLUB. 


I FIGURED WHEN I 


TAKABA. 
THAT'S HIM? 


TM HAVING 


INDEED, ISN'T 


IT BECAUSE AHARD 
HE'S SO TIME 
CUTE? BELIEVING 


TT. 


ISN'T HE'S THE 
KIND OF GUY 
WHO MAKES A 
UVING 
CRAWLING 
THROUGH THE 
SEWERS? 


SURELY A 
PERSON LIKE 
THAT CAN'T 
HAVE ANY 
VALUE TO A 
PERSON LIKE 
HIM. 


THAT'S WHY 
YOUR CLUB 
DOESN'T DO 
WELL, IT’S FULL 
OF BRUTISH AND. 
INDECENT 


EVEN IF YOU SAY 
THAT, THERE 
ARE STILL THOSE 
WHO SEEK 
EVEN THOSE REVITALIZATION 
SO-CALLED IN PEOPLE LIKE 

ELITE THAT, 
HIGH-CLASS 
PEOPLE. 


ASAMI-SAN 
IS 
DIFFERENT. 


~T'M CERTAIN NOW. 


a 


AND SNEERING T'M NOTHING 

AT OTHERS. LUKE THOSE 
ISN'T ONE OF KINDS OF 
THEM. PEOPLE. 


THERE ARE 
THINGS I WANT = 
TO DO, ~\ 
TM OK WITH 
HAVING A a 
MINIMUM BUDGET 
TO SURVIVE ON. 


I MUSTN'T LOSE 
SIGHT OF MY WAY 
OF LIFE. I'M PROUD 
OF IT. 


BUT 


IT WONDER 
WHAT ASAMI 
THINKS. 


ALL THOSE 
ACCOMPLISHED, 
GLITTERING 
PEOPLE AROUND 
HIM, 


'SOMEONESWIO, y The r 


FARRON/AND, more> 
COOKS MEALS ¢ eB 


hes 
knows 
about 


Asamt's 


a SINCE WHEN g 
5 DID I BECOME oe 
ASAMI'S WIFE?! 
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TUNDESTAND 
THAT I'VE 
LOST SOME 


THE CARGO. 
DISCREPANCIES 
HAVE TO. 
BE SOME 
MISTAKE. 
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THOUGH 

YOU FELT 

THENEED 
TO QUESTION \- 


ARE YOU 
GOING TO 
CRY AGAIN? 


BUT THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
ELSE YOU 
HAVEN'T 
REPORTED 
TO ME, ISN'T 
THERE? 


ELSE COMES 
UP TO 
STAIN IT. 


IT’S BECAUSE 
YOU CHOOSE 
TO INVOLVE 
YOURSELF 
IN THESE 
DISTASTEFUL 


FOCUSING ALL 


_/ OUR EFFORTS AND 


RESOURCES INTO. 
DETERMINING THE 
WHEREABOUTS OF 
THE GIRL WHO 
FLED WITH THE 


YOU MEAN 
THE INCIDENT 
WITH KOUYAMA, 


TIVE OF THE DIET, 
WHICH CAME 

ABOUT BECAUSE |” 

OF MY NEGLIGENT 


-I WOULD DO 
SS) ANYTHING TO 
\ GET WHAT I 
\\ WANT MosT. 


I THOUGHT 
T'D EARNED 
HIS TRUST, 
YET IT ALL 
CRUMBLES 
AWAY FROM 
JUST A SINGLE 
MISTAKE. 


THIS ISN'T 
THE KIND OF 
RELATIONSHIP. 
I WANT. 


UNDERSTAND 
WHY I LEFT YOU 
IN CHARGE OF 
THIS JOB? 


. / 


ASAMI-SAN... 


HAS HE SEEN 
THROUGH ME? 


DOES 
EVERYONE 


ABOUT THE \ ORDINARY 
CASTE SYSTEM THINGS. 
IMPOSED ON \ 
SOCIETY. 
UNDER A VEIL 
OF CRITICISM 
OF THE MEDIA. ° 
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SEAS EN HA UIST 


SOHC S ROAT rN UIN, 


TM SURPRISED 
THAVEN'T 


RET US E 


ES 
TAT MARRE 2-0 S-OR MARAT 


BROOM 


WELCOME 
HOME. YOU'RE 
BACK EARLY. 


(WO SSS HS 


IT'S FINE. 
DOESN'T 
MATTER. 


EH? HE SEEMS. 
OUT OF SORTS. 


TAKEOUT? 


I THOUGHT YOU'D 
BE LATER, SOI 
HAVEN'T MADE 

DINNER YET. 


-— . 


IF YOU'RE 
HUNGRY, YOU 
CAN ORDER 
TAKEOUT. 


WHAT WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO 
EAT? 


I'VE NEVER 
ORDERED SUSHI 
UNLESS IT'S FOR A} 
CELEBRATION, SO 
\| TCAN'T HELP BUT 
FEEL LIKE THERE 


ARE YOU 
SURE? I'VE 


TF YOU DON'T 


HURRY UP, 
ALL THE SUSHI 
WILL BE GONE. 


id 


MATTER? YOU 
sy DON'T NEED TO 
HOLD BACK. 


EAT AS MUCH 
AS YOU WANT. 
foN~ 


SOME OF WHAT 
YOU'RE DRINKING. 
JUST A LITTLE. 


EARLY 
TOMORROW 
TOO, SO ONLY 


THIS DARK 
BEER IS 
DELICIOUS. 


IMPORTED 
FROM 
NORTHERN 
EUROPE. / 


I'M NOT AKID. SHOULDN'T 


DRINK TOO 


EVERYONE 
KNOWS 


THAT. 


YOU KNOW, 
DRINKING BEER 
IS SUPPOSED 
TO BE FUN, 
RIGHT? 


HANG ON, 
T'LL MAKE, 
YOU SOME 
UGHT SIDE 


i] F aac 


THE FEELING 

THERE'S YOU'RE ENOUGH 
SOMETHING 
BOTHERING 


ARE YOU OFFERING |, 
TO COMFORT ME? 


T WOULDN'T 


‘| TEASE SUCH A 
BESIDES, re GOOD BoY- 


Ys AREN'T ie 
GOING TO TRY 


| TORUNAWAY F{, 
TONIGHT. 


1 CAN FEEL THE 

1 WARMTH OF 

-ASAMI'S LIPS. 
PR 


Bs 


AFTER ALL. 
MY EXCUSES, 
IFTMHONEST) A 
WITH MYSELF, / 

¥ 


\\\ | -THE SAME 
’ EROTIC 
| EXPRESSION 
AS USUAL. 


\y TWANT TO | | 
WATCH ASAMI'S } Ww! 


FACE WHEN HE 


TWANT TO 
COME WHILE 


A 


ry) 


J!) THEN THERE'S 
7&  NOHELPINGIT. 


\® | 
m 
: ) 


TAM THE 

ONLY ONE 

WHO CAN 
TOUCH THIS 


BECAUSE 
YOU'RE MY 
TARGET- 


/ WHAT HE SAYS, 
IS THE TRUTH, | 


ARE THERE 
OTHERS WHO 
HE SPEAKS TO 

UKE THIS? 


AKIHITO, 


YEAH, WELL... 
IT WAS ONLY BY 


T'VE HEARD 
YOU'VE BEEN 
‘SEEN SPYING 
AROUND THE 
AZABU CLUB. 


LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE. 


ON THE TRAIL OF 
‘SOMETHING 
SUSPICIOUS, IT 
ALWAYS ENDS UP 
LEADING TO YOU. 


~SO IT'S LIKELY 
TO BECOME 

PROBLEMATIC 

FOR THE CLUB. 


ASAMI. 
IF I BECOME 
TOO MUCH OF 
A NUISANCE, 
ARE YOU GOING 
TO KICK 
ME OUT? 


OR WILL 
YOU SIDE 
WITH ME? 


( TH-THAT'S NOT 
| MY INTENTION 


IT'LL BE A PAIN 
IF YOU DAMAGE 
MY GOODS. 


BUT YOU 


( ALWAYS ACT 
HOWEVER YOU | 
/ WISH, WITHOUT 
| THOUGHT. 
| 
pe $0 DO AS P74 
| 


YOU LIKE. 


YOU DOWN. 


EVEN TO THE ENDS 
OF THE ABYSS. 
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ANOTHER TI 
HOURS FOR 
THAT BAIL 


= story. Se 


WARMING THE 
BENCH ON 


HE'LL BE OUT. 
ON BAIL TODAY. 
WERENT YOU 
PLANNING TO. 

COVER THAT? ime. 


THIS IS BAD... 


AND HE 
COMPLETELY 
DODGED US 
(OUT THE BACK AND 


MUST'VE GOTTEN 


EVERYTHING'S, 


OVER ALREADY. 
AGOOD SHOT. 


ALLIGOT WAS 
HIM GETTING 
INTO THE CAR. 


ot 
ono 
ty 
eck 


WHAT AMI DOING? 
THIS ISN'T LIKE ME. 


.-WHAT DOI MEAN, 
MY USUAL SELF? IT’S NOT. 
LIKE MY USUAL SELF HAS 

CHANGED, RIGHT? 


THAT'S RIGHT, 
HE'S GOT. 
CONNECTIONS 
INTHE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
INDUSTRY. 


Z 
iy 
, 
fi 


OVO 
CHS: 


THIS LEAD'S 
BECAUSE OF MY 
WHERE ARE PHOTO, RIGHT? 
YOU GOING? IF YOU GET GOOD 


Lay 


SHH let BI 
HedtiERdt A 


TMHEADING 
TO THE NEXT 
‘SCENE. I'MA 
BUSY MAN, 
Y'KNOW. 


SFSHGHS 


FALLING INTO : I FIGUREDITS 
ASAMI'S WORLD... f OKAY... IF HE 
FORGIVES ME> 


MY WORK GIVES 
ME A SENSE OF 


THE GOOD AND 


BECAUSE NO 
MATTER HOW 
MUCH T WANT 

TO SEE, HE WON'T 


DAMNIT KEEP. 
‘SPACING OUT AND 
GETTING LOST 
INMY THOUGHTS... 


SR)” BRAT! 
~ "WERE YOU 
SPYING 


HE'S THE GUY ‘ 
WHO'S BEEN 
ae WHAT WERE 


‘AROUND 
OUR CLUB. YOU PHOTO: 


OC SSTSR U FHUNY 


TFC HS HAS OSHS YS Hs 


(MOTHS HS 


@ 


SOM SUNNN SWE 


SRECNC Eo 


2-0 5-om ma, 


Sree 


ERBO-OO 


BECAUSE OF 


DAY. HEALS || BRATSLIKE You 


TOOK SEVERAL 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF THAT GIRL. 


LOOKS LIKE THAT 


ARTICLE GOT OUR 
MANAGER IN SOME 
HOT WATER. 


THAT GIRL, 
THE ONET 
PHOTOGRAPHED ... 
IS SHE 
AOKI MAYU? 


NO IDEA. 
BUT HE WAS 
FURIOUS. HE WAS 
EVEN TAKING IT 
OUT ON STAFF. 
SOITHAD TO 
BE SOMETHING 
PRETTY 


SERIOUS. 


DO YOUKNOW 
(| WHere sHe Is? 


TW 


THAT GUY HIRED THESE 
LOW-LIFE THUGS? 
SUDOU IS A PRETTY BAD 
JUDGE OF CHARACTER - 


TREGRET I HAD 
TO DELETE THE 
DATAONIT. 


WONDER IF YOU 


UNDERSTAND. 
THE CONSE- 
QUENCES OF 
WHAT YOURE 
DOING? 
YOUR WORK 
CAUSES ALOT 
OF TROUBLE 
FOR MY BOSS. 


AND YOU SULLY \/ 
HIS PROPERTY. 
NORMALLY, 


H-HOW DOES 
THIS GUY KNOW 
ABOUT ASAMI 


A FOR THE BOSS 


TO TAKE INA 
PET LIKE YOU 
ONAWHM, /- 


MAKES FOR BAD. 
RESULTS FOR 


GIVE UP YOUR 
JOB AND BE THE: 
BOSS’ PET UNTIL 

HE KICKS YOU OUT 

OF HIS BED... 


THAVE NO 
PROBLEM 
WITH THE KIND 
OF WORK 


OR 


BE AMAN AND 
PURSUE YOUR: 


AND I ANSWERED 
THAT QUESTION A 


LONG TIME AGO. 


EVEN IF YOU 

COME HOME 

TONIGHT, = WHERE AM 
DINNER TGOING 

WONT BE TO STAY 
WAITING TONIGHT? 


THIS REALLY IS FOR THE BEST... 


D) 


AKIHITO CHOSE HIS JOB OVER STAYING BY ASAMI'S SIDE! 


LOOK FOR THE CONTINUATION OUT IN THE OCTOBER 
ISSUE AS WE PREPARE THE NEW STORYLINE! 


i SP BREESE 


sa 
Sie 


a 


Bomar 


=r 


THESE PAST 
TWO OR 
THREE 
WHAT'S DAYS. 
HE UP 


IF SOMETHING 
HAPPENED 
BETWEEN HIM 
AND Al 
MOMOHARA. 
SETTING Ale 
SERIOUS OVER 
mW, 
Ea 


I DON'T KNOW 
THE SPECIFICS, 
BUT IT SEEMS 
HE'S GOT 
SOME LOVE 
ISSUES. 


WHAT'S GOING 
ON HERE? 

I WAS THINKING 
HE WAS FINALLY 
STARTING TO 
BECOME 
USEFUL, AND 


HAAH... 

I CAME Our 
HERE SO 
FULL OF 

CONFIDENCE, 

YET LOOK AT 
ME NOW. 


I'VE NEVER 
BEEN SO 


LACKING IN 


g 


segpenrsg ee = 
banaeavesss = 


MM MAeeeen Ow wae 
ee 


et ee 
=e 


ITM ME 
REGARDLESS 
OF WHERE 
I AM OR 
WHAT I 
Do. 

AND THIS IS 

PRETTY MUCH 

ME RUNNING 

AWAY, LIKE I 

ALWAYS Do. 


WHEN YOU'RE 
YOUNG, NO 
MATTER WHAT 
HAPPENS, YOU 
CAN ALWAYS 


GO BACK 
HOME BEFORE 
YOU CATCH 
YOURSELF A 
HERE. COLD, 


«I'VE EVEN 
GOT AN OLD 
STRANGER 
WORRIED 
ABOUT ME. 


CLUB? HE'S 
PROBABLY IN 
A BIND RIGHT 


DON'T 
BE PICKING 
ON ELDERLY 


GRAMPS, 

IF YOU'RE SO 
WORRIED ABOLIT 
US, LEND US 
TRAIN FARE. 


«GET A GRIP. 
WHAT ARE 
YOU GOING TO 
DO ABOUT 
WHAT THE GIRL 
WAS THE WHO WENT 
PURPOSE MISSING...? 
OF ENDURING 
THAT 
HUMILIATION... 


ITS 
BEEN THREE 
DAYS... 


DON'T 
TELL ME HE 
DOESN'T PLAN 
ON COMING 
BACK. 


, I TRIED CALLING 
ne YOU A FEW 
TIMES, BLIT I 
COULDN'T GET 
THROUGH... 


«HE'S WITH 
THE POLICE 
RIGHT NOW. 


AKIHITO 


T'LL BE 
TAKING MY 
LEAVE, 
THEN. 


THEY FOUND 
ME IN NO 
TIME... 


YOU WOULDN'T 
BE RELEASED 
SO QUICKLY. 


YOU WERE 
THROWN IN 
JAIL FOR 
FIGHTING...7! 


135 


WHAT 
HAPPENED...? 


GOT INTO AN 
ARGUMENT 
WITH SOME 
HOOLIGANS... 


JEEZ... 

I FINALLY 
MANAGED TO 
GET AWAY 
FROM THIS 
PLACE AND 
I'M BACK 
ALREADY... 


LIS HE Gon, 
70 xaLD Mee 
Val 


U...UM... 
I-I WAS 
ROUGHED UP 
A BIT DURING 


WHY ARE 
YOU LOOKING 
AWAY FROM 
ME...?7 


TM FREE Hs ba 2 
TO LOOK... y A 2 fade 
oy | WON'T TOLERATE 
YOU LOOKING 
AWAY FROM | 
ME... ; 


y yp 
WHEREVER ><> 


T WANT... sis 
IT's 
BECALISE 
HE ALWAYS 


EEE ETERS i 


Sees ok 


THERE'S ONE 
THING I DON'T 


FEELS{SO, 


THERE'S 
NO ONE 


ELSE...NGH. f 


IF THERE'S 
SOMEBODY 
ELSE BESIDES 
ME WHO CAN 
SATISFY YOU, 
LET'S HEAR 
IT. 


WHEN YOU 
GET AROUSED, 
YOU START 
FEELING 
SOMETHING 
OVER HERE, 
DON'T YOU...? 


Irs 
IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR ME TO 

GET AWAY 
FROM YOU... 


«THEN WHAT'S 


CONFUSING 
YOU...? 


IT'LL TEAR 
TO PIECES 
ANYONE WHO 
LAYS A HAND 
ON YOU. 


TLL TELL 
YOU THIS 
RIGHT NOW. 


TLL JUST... 
BACK OUT OF 
THIS AFFAIR. 
I COULDN'T 
BE ANY MORE 
PATHETIC... 


PLAY.IN 


\ COMING 
\L BACK 
\ HERE.. 


SORRY 


FOR COMING 


SO LATE AT 


NIGHT. 


REGARDING 
THAT INCIDENT, 
SINCE IT'S OF A 
SPECIAL NATURE, 
THE HIGHER-UPS 
ARE AFRAID THAT 
THINGS WILL GET 

x OUT OF HAND. 


IT’S PRETTY 
SERIOUS WHEN 
EMBARGOED 
GOODS MAKE 
THEIR WAY 
OUTSIDE THE 
COUNTRY... 


- UNDER 
THE PRETEXT 
OF SECRETLY 
INVESTIGATING 


DID YOU FIND 
OUT WHERE 
THE TIPOFF 
CAME FROM? 


ee TLL 
CONTINUE TO 
SEARCH FOR 
THE MISSING 


GOODS... 


-» ANYONE WHO 


SUDOU-KUN 
ISN'T GETTING 
PAID ENOUGH? 


THERE'S 
GOOD REASON 
TO BELIEVE HE 
WAS SCHEMING 
TO USE YOUR 

DISTRIBUTION 
CHANNELS IN 
ORDER TO MAKE 
HIMSELF A 
PROFIT. 


WY [SPE 


| 


THE FACT IS 
THAT SOME 


CARGO WAS WAS INSTIGATED 
APPROPRIATED BY KOUYAMA, 
AND WENT ISN'T IT? 


MISSING. 


THE LINK 
BETWEEN 
KOLUYAMA AND 
SUDOU WAS 
REVEALED 
THANKS TO THAT 
ARTICLE. 


I GUESS 
GOSSIP MAGAZINES 
CAN PROVE 
TO BE USEFUL 
AT TIMES... 
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YOU 


a a IF YOU 
EM, 
ELOQUENT pail vl 
>\ TODAY, AREN'T THEM AWAY. 
IT’S NOT SO 
DIFFERENT... 


APOLOGIES. AND YET, 
WHY IS IT 
I WAS JUST 
THAT YOU SO 
HOPING THAT 
OFTEN BURDEN 
YOU DON’T 
NEEDLESSLY YOURSELF WITH 
SUFFER. TROUBLESOME 


I was 
CONCERNED 

THAT YOU 

MIGHT BE 
LOSING YOUR 

AFTER WITs... 
DEALING WITH 
SO MANY 

AVARICIOU 
PEOPLE. 


IF ONLY I 
HAD SOME 
SORT OF 
MAGICAL REWARD 
THAT WOULD 
MAKE YOU LISTEN 
TO EVERYTHING 


YOU 
SOUND LIKE 
HE'S A TOY 
YOU OWN. 


WOULDN'T 
IT BE FASTER 
TO ASK THE 
CAMERAMAN 

WHO GOT 
THE SCOOP 

ON THAT 

STORY? 


IF YOU DON'T 
INTEND TO GET 
HIM INVOLVED, 
WHY DO YOU 
KEEP HIM 
AROUND... 


I DON'T 
GET YOU, 
RYUICHI... 


SUDOU...IS A 

CUNNING AND 

CALCULATING 
MAN WHO WAS 
OF GOOD USE 
TO ME, BLT... 


wwHE'S 
BROKEN NOW, 
ISN'T HE... 


se JUST 
NOT CAPABLE 
OF THAT... 


SEEMS TO ME 
LIKE THERE’S 
MORE EMOTION 
INVOLVED THAN 
SIMPLY GIVE 
AND TAKE. 


DOES THIS 
MEAN ITS 
IMPOSSIBLE TO 


BE ON EQUAL JUDGING 
TERMS WITH FROM THEIR 


ASAMI LINLESS CONVERSATION, 


YOU'RE ie LOOKS on 
CALCULATING...2 || HE'S SECRETLY of 
il HELPING OUT fii 
WITH ASAMI’S 


THAT PUBLIC 
PROSECUTOR 
BY THE NAME OF 
KURODA IS A 
PUBLIC SERVANT. 
HOW'S HE 
RELATED TO 
ASAMI? 


DOES HE 
JUST ACCEPT 
HIS REWARDS 

AND ASSOCIATE 
WITH ASAMI ON 
A BUSINESS 
LEVEL...? 


OR IS 
HE USING 
ASAMI TO HIS 
ADVANTAGE...? 


YOU 
MANAGED 
TO GET THIS 
FOR ME...7! 


MUSEUM... 


HAND IT TO YOU. 
THERE'S NOTHING 
RYUICHI ASAMI 
CAN'T ACQUIRE. 


BUT YOU 
MUST HAVE 
HAD A HARD 
TIME GETTING 
THIS, DIDN'T 


SO YOU 
REMEMBERED... 


SORRY 
T COULDN'T 
BE VERY 
HOSPITABLE. 


TLL LET 
YOU KNOW IF 
T FIND OUT 
ANYTHING. 


wuNO NEED. 
T'VE ALREADY 
HAD PLENTY... 


ww ITF YOU'RE 
AWAKE, WHY 
NOT WARM 
YOURSELF 
UP IN THE 
BATHTUB? 


+L DON'T 
KNOW WHERE 
THE INFORMATION 


vd WANT 
TO BE OF 
USE TO ASAMI, 
TOO. 


Ne C 

AD in ISS. 
on ADySs 
Vj 


2 Pray “sa.,/ 


THING Have THE OANGER. 


GOTTEN OUT 
OF HANO EVER 


mat Pictuee 
eevealeo. ‘isOrtee - 
THiS PROBLEM. 


(OTEL 
THAT DAY... 


/ 
910 YOu 
GET A BIT 
JEALOUS? 


I DECIDED 
TO OBSEVE 
WHAT WAS: 
GOING ON 
ANO T JUST 
HAPPENED 
TO SEE YOU, 


PROBLEM? 
I THOUGHT 
YOU LIKED 


S 
| 
Lf THAT suDOU 


GUY WAS 
SCARED TO 
THE POINT 
OF CRYING, 
WHY O10 
HE STILL 6O 
BEHIND 
your Back 
‘AGAINP 


IN THE END IT p< Ano WHEN 
Ware ' i. y BEFORE HE ACTED 


THAT HE'S: 
UNHAPPY iF S\ ALL HieH ANo 


WITH HIS. 
POSITION, 


TO OBTAIN 
\ AnieHee 


e 


HL / AND THAT'S 
WHY I’M 

SUSPECTING 

THE SOURCE 
OF THAT 


ARTICLE. 


BETWEEN PEOPLE 

YOU TRUST ANO 
PEOPLE YOU 
CAN'T TRUST. 


LAN NOTICE 
IT WITH QUST 
‘ONE LOOK. 


HOW 00 YOu 
TELL THE 
7A DIFFERENCE... 


SOnw 


Frith 
ps 


ee 


35 | ARR 


Like YOu, 


Ier 
Like Now, You | |weve To FINO — N 
LOOK LIKA A cHiLo |] VatuaaLe 
THAT OUST CAME | | INFORMATION — 
BACK FROM TRYING |} ABOUT YOU 
TO RAN AWAY irae. 
FROM HOME. etter 


ART Bat S Stay ot aM aR aS + CFOSRHIRBY OS \ co) ST 


THEN... 
TLL CHANGE 
ALL THE 
LOOKS: 
TOMORROW 


IGeT It, 


SINCE YOU 


AS FOR THE 
SOURCE FOR 
THE A@TICLE. 
IF YOU 
FINO OUT 
ANYTHING 
CALL ME 
IMMEDIATELY. 


SO WHICH] 
AM I? 


Na 


= 
=—— oe =< 


es 


Tey Ae 


WMAoel ee 


Ss: 
TO. 6eT Te INVOLVED 


NO, PERHAPS IT MEANS 
THAT HE NEEOS MY HELP...? 


sae 


CBSO SAR 


SH IMB OOkAT his tOHOF 


Hidtaictdt ey. 


HAH? 
THE SOURCE 
OF THAT 
ARTICLEP 


Pray in Abyss 


GOD, YOU'RE 
SO STUBBORN. 


Hee ERO RCANN 


DI-DID THIS 
FLOWERPOT 
OUST FELL 


NOH 
OMA 


THAT WAS 
DANeEe- 
OUS... 

IT ALMOST 
HIT YOU IN 
THE HEAD... 


SESS Hs 


ANO 
THEY APE 
PLANNING: 


‘ON 
SILENCE 
YOU... 


NO MATTER 
WHAT YOU 
SAY, YOU 


W 


PERHAPS: 
YOU WON'T 


NOW... THAT YOU. 
‘MENTION IT 
OUST A FEW 
DAYS AGO, 
WHEN I WAS 

WAITING ON THE 

TRAIN, T COULD 

SWEAG T FELT 
SOMEONE 
PUSHING ME... 


Sa ct SHES 
UMAR SAS 


OFS Hs 


AH, HEY 
IT'S ME, 
NTARAI. 


THANKS: 
FOR LAST 
TIME. 


Ivs about 
that previous 
matter 


To Be 
DISCOVERED 
TO QUICKLY. 


WELL THEN, 
HOW CAN 
I HELP YOu, 
TAKABA-KUN? 


AREN'T YOU 
‘SUPPOSE 
TO 8 AT 
THE GYM, 
WORKING 
ue SOME 

SWEAT? 


| To1ON'T THINK 
THAT YOU 
WERE THE ONE 


: PROVIDING. 
AREN'T YOU MITARI WITH 


ACQUAINTANCES ‘ AL inroemation. 
FROM THE 
CLUS DARCENA? 


SHS 


ANSE THES OY A U9 


a 
z 
bea 
\U 
Fs 
v 
& 
R 
bea 
a 
F3 
fe 
\é 
z 
G 
< 
{8 
La 
ray 
uy 
k 
u 
= 
Es 
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BREET US 


Eg 
TAS TUHMME 2-0 SOBRE, 


BEY RO-OO. 


(moO SOI 


Pray in Abyss 


I WOULO 
SAY THAT 
WE'RE PEOPLE 
IN THE 


SAME KINO 
OF BUSINESS. 


AGOUT THE 
LEADS YOU 
GAVE TO 
MITAQAL... 


IF THAT'S 
THE CASE, 
TL CAN'T 
REVEAL 
ANYTHING. 


I PREFE? TO 
OEAL WITH 


INDIVIDUAL 
PEOPLE, 


I’MNOT STUPID, 
T OON'T FEEL THE 


\WHEPEABOUITS: 
) OF THAT 6ieL. 


NEVER 
D0 THAT! 


YOU'VE SURELY 
TOLO HIM 
ALE OP TWO 
BEFORE, PIGHT...? 
SO'THS, 
‘SHOULON’T 


IT'LL BE 
Oue OWN 
LITTLE SECRET. 


WHAT 00. 
YOU WANT 
TO say? 


YOU SEEM 
TO BE 
copeUPTED 
‘BY HIM, 


IF YOU'LL. 
STAY BY 
HIS SIDE 
LIKE THIS, 

YOU WON'T 
BE ABLE 
TO GET Away... 


FORGET IT. 
A MAN LIKE 
ASAMI MIGHT 
8E 6000, 


I'MNOT 
INTERESTED! 


BAO EITHER, 


Pray in Abyss 


ae 
Y 


\\l MYSELF 
’ yen? 


| 


PERSONALLY, 
T WOULO LIKE 
TO SEE 
THE TECHNIQUE 
YOU USE TO 
PLEASE ASAMI. 


fj / ’ g 
) / IF YOU WANT 
| YOU CAN PAY 
{ LIKE THAT. 
SOUNDS LIKE 


| A REASONABLE 
\ PRICE, 
DOSEN'T ITP 


a witt! 
THis’ 6uyl! 


TLL OUST 


DEFINITELY HAS 
INFORMATION 
THAT I NEED... 


LCAN'T 
LET THIS 
OPPORTUNITY 
‘SLIP AWAY. 


wIF YOU'LL \ 
CONTINUE 
TO HESITATE, 
THE PRICE WILL 
ONLY PISE. 


TECHNIQUE 
REALLY IS. 
SOMETHING! 


YOU'VE BEEN 
WELL TRAINED. 


VAN 


TF YOU'LL, 
CONTINUE 
LIKE THIS... 


you 
CAN OBTAIN 
EVEN MORE 
USEFUL. 
INFORMATION... 


THAT ASAMI 
RYULIICHI IS. 
KEEPING A YOUNG 
PRETTY BOY-TOY 
BY HIS SIDE, 
ANO THAT IF 
SOMEONE AS 
MUCH AS DARE 


TO TOUCH 
A SINGLE 
HAI? ON HIM. 
THE CONSEQUENCES 
WILL BE 
EXTREMELY SEVERE, 


[ 


SO THAT'S 
WHAT YOU 
DOP 
FORCING 
PEOPLE TO DO 
THIS ANO 
THEN REVEAL 
your 
SECRETS? 


IN THIS KINO 
OF BUSINESS, 
YOU'LL HEAG 
ONE THING OP TWO, 
THE PUMOUIe ABOUT 
A“TAKAGA AKIKITO” 
ALSO CiecLes 
‘AROUND, 


AND NOW 


LOOK... 
T/M THRUSING 
INTO THAT 


FASTER, 


NUGHH! 


SS 


a PUCK, T 
REALLY WANT TO 
THEOW LIP. 

LOION’T WANT. 


TO HEAR THOSE j 
HORRIBLE WORDS: 
ABOUT ASAMI 
EITHER... é 


WHY DON'T 
YOU GO ANO 
CHECK OUT 
ONE OF HIS 
HOST CLUgS? 
T'LL GIVE YOU 
THE AOPESS. 


FORGET IT. 
THANKS FOR 


THE. 
INFORMATION. 


YOU KNOW. 


Ifyou stop 
interfering 
with this case 
ivtlean end 
peacefully 
for all of us. 


FINO THAT 6ieL \ 


TWOULO 
SUGGEST 
THAT YOU 
nave Suee rate 
THatyou — THI, CASE 
OON'T SAY : 
‘ANYTHING 
UNNECESSARY 
TO SupOU 
EITHER. 
HE CAN BE 
PRETTY SCARY. 


NOT SUPE IF 
HE NOTICED 
THE VOICE 
RECORDER 
Of NOT. 


I GETTER KEEP 
A 6uAe0 Lio 
FOP ANYONE 
WHO'S INVOLVED 
WITH SAKAZAKI. 


NOR 
NN . 


BUT, 


I/LL NEVER 00 IT AGAIN.../ 


I'VE GOT 


wIT'S BARELY 
EVEN EIGHT... 
ASAMI SAID 
THAT I SHOULO. 
CALL HIM AT NINE 
‘O'CLOCK. 


IgeTtes NO. EVEN 


STACT 
INVESTIGATING. 
SUOOL'S 


HOST HOUSE, 


HE'S MAKING 
HIS MOVE... 


THE TRUTH IS I HAD PLANNED ON ADVANCING THE STORY A LITTLE 
FURTHER THIS TIME AROUND, BUT I COULDN'T FIT IN EVERYTHING T 
THOUGHT T WAS GOING TO INCLUDE BY THE TIME I GOT TO THE END OF 
THE VOLUME, SO I'M A LITTLE FRUSTRATED BY THAT. 


THIS IS A PERSONAL MATTER, BUT MY FATHER, WHO ACTED AS MY MORAL 
SUPPORT, SUDDENLY PASSED AWAY TOWARDS THE END OF LAST YEAR, AND 
I WOUND UP HAVING TO WRITE THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF THE 
CONCLUSION IN A MENTALLY BATTERED STATE. IT WAS A PERIOD IN 
WHICH I COULDN’T BRING MYSELF TO WORKK ON MY MANUSCRIPT AND 
COULDN'T MEET THE EXPECTATIONS OF THOSE AT THE PUBLISHING 
OFFICE OR THE READERS WHO WERE LOOKING FORWARD TO THE 
CONTINUATION OF THE SERIES... MY FATHER UNDERSTOOD THE WORK T 
DO AND GAVE ME HIS SUPPORT FROM BACK. HOME IN THE COUNTRYSIDE, 
AND HE LEFT THIS WORLD BEFORE I WAS ABLE TO DO VERY MUCH IN THE 
WAY OF REPAYING MY GRATITUDE TO HIM. TORTURED BY A GUILTY 
CONSCIENCE, T WAS A MERE SHELL OF MY FORMER SELF. I'M SORRY TO SAY 
THAT IT HAD A BIG EFFECT ON MY WORK. I'M TOO ASHAMED TO FACE MY 
FATHER AND THE READERS WHO ALL SUPPORTED ME. BUT WHAT T'M 
GETTING AT IS HOW MUCH T WAS CONSOLED IN A PAINFUL TIME LIKE 
THIS BY JUST EMPTYING MY HEAD AND ENJOYING SOME RECREATION... 
PREVIOUSLY, THERE WAS AN OCCASION WHEN SOMEONE AT AN AUTO- 
GRAPH SESSION TOLD ME HOW SHE READ MY WORK AS A MEANS OF 
CHANGING HER MOOD WHEN NURSING HER OLDER FAMILY MEMBERS. 

I WAS VERY GRATEFUL FOR HER WORDS AT THE TIME, BUT T'VE NEVER 
HAD A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT SHE SAID THAN I DO NOW. 

IT MADE ME REALIZE ANEW THAT NO MATTER WHAT IT MAY BE, IT’S 
IMPORTANT TO HAVE SOMETHING YOU CAN ENJOY EVERY DAY. sO 
WHENEVER YOU COME ACROSS SOMETHING SAD OR DIFFICULT TO 
ENDURE, READ A MANGA OR SOMETHING AND GIVE YOUR HEART SOME 
NOURISHMENT. I RECOMMEND THIS MANGA IN PARTICULAR, HEHE. 


KEEPING THESE FEELINGS IN MIND, I'D LIKE TO DO MY BEST AND 
FINISH WHAT I FIRST SET OUT TO DO SO THAT EVERYONE WILL BE 
ABLE TO ENJOY THE REST OF THIS SERIES. 
PLEASE GIVE ME YOUR SUPPORT NEXT TIME, TOO, 

A LUCKY. DAY IN JULY OF 2013 

AYANO YAMANE 


AFTERWORD 
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HELLO! THTS TS AYANO YAMANE. THANIK YOU SO MUCH FOR PURCHASING 
DESTRE IN THE VIEWFINDER"! THIS IS THE SEVENTH VOLUME IN THE 
FINDER SERIES. I ALWAYS ENJOY COMING UP WITH A TITLE FOR NEW 
VOLUMES, BUT THERE ARE TIMES WHEN EVEN I’M NOT SURE HOW MANY 
VOLUMES HAVE BEEN RELEASED... IN ANY CASE, THIS SEVENTH VOLUME OF 
FINDER SERVES AS THE START OF ANOTHER LONG-TERM SERIALIZATION. 
T GUESS THE THEMES ARE BASED ON THE NEW MALE CHARACTERS THAT 
REVOLVE AROUND ASAMI AND THEIR CATFIGHTS WITH AKIHITO. 


AMONG THE NEW CHARACTERS, KURODA, THE PUBLIC PROSECUTOR, HAS 
CAPTURED THE INTEREST OF MANY PEOPLE, AND T’M OFTEN ASKED ALL 
KINDS OF QUESTIONS ABOUT HIM — QUESTIONS LIKE “WHY DOES HE CALL 
ASAMI BY HIS FIRST NAME2” (~*) T HAVE A FEELING THAT MIKHAIL AND A 
FEW OTHERS CALLED HIM BY HIS FIRST NAME TOO, THOUGH... (77) T 
WONDER IF FOREIGNERS DON’T COUNT. (7*;;) 


SAKAZAKI, WHO MADE ANOTHER APPEARANCE, IS A VULGAR AND OVER- 
BEARING CHARACTER, SO I GAVE HIM MORE CHEST HATR, THERE ARE 
PROBABLY PEOPLE WHO DISLIKE THE BEASTLY SCENE THAT TAKES PLACE 
BETWEEN HIM AND AKIHITO, BUT T THINK HE’S THE ULTIMATE MASOCHIST 
WHO WANTS ASAMI TO FIND OUT WHAT HE'S DOING AND ROUGH HIM UP. 
HE'S A PERVERT. 
AKIHITO DOES A LOT OF AGONIZING THIS TIME AS WELL, BUT I DIDN‘T 
WANT TO WRITE HIM WITH TOO MUCH OF AN EFFEMINATE MENTALITY, SO 
I HOPE I DID A GOOD JOB OF CONVEYING HOW THINGS LIKE HIS 
INNOCENCE AS A YOUNG BOY BECOMES SULLTED. WHY DO PEOPLE BECOME 
SO SILLY AND FOOLISH WHEN THEY’RE PREOCCUPIED WITH LOVE? IT IS 
WHAT MAKES THINGS INTERESTING, BUT T WANT AKIHITO TO HURRY AND 
GO BACK TO BEING HIS HIGH-SPIRITED SELF. (17) I PLAN TO GIVE EACH 
CHARACTER DISTINCTLY DIFFERENT ROLES, SO PLEASE LOOK FORWARD 
TO SEEING HOW THINGS DEVELOP IN THE FUTURE. @ 
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EIT YE 
Shen 


HUH, 
TODAY IS THE 
SUMIDAGAWA 
FIREWORKS 
FESTIVAL. 
IT’S ALREADY 
THAT TIME OF 


Photographer 
$s Summer Story 


ANY CHANCE: 
WE'LL BE ABLE 

TO SEE THE 

FIREWORKS 
FROM HERE? 


AH.. THAT. 
EXPRESSION 
DEFINITELY MEANS 
YOU THINK 


FLOWERS* OF 
EVERY SUMMER 
FESTIVAL. THEY 
EPITOMIZE THE 

BEAUTY OF 

‘SUMMER IN 

JAPAN. 


NOTE: THE WORD FOR FIREWORKS IN JAPANESE LITERALLY TRANSLATES TO "FIRE FLOWERS.” 


TDON'T HAVE TUSED TO GO 


GOOD MEMORIES TO FESTIVALS 

BUT SOMEHOW WITH MY FRIENDS 

THE FIREWORKS BECAUSE ALOT 
‘STILL GET OF GIRLS GO. 


ME REALLY 
EXCITED. 


DRESSED IN 
YUKATAS. 


BUT WE COULD 
NEVER IMPRESS 
THEM, IT WAS SO 
HOT AND HUMID, 
MOSQUITOES WERE 
EVERYWHERE, 
ANDI EVEN LOST 
MY WALLET ONCE. 


BE ABLE TO SEE 
THE FIREWORKS 
SOTHIS YEAR QUITE WELL 
YOU WON'T — FROM THE: 
NEED TO WORRY TERRACE. 
ABOUT GETTING 
BITTEN BY 
MOSQUITOES. 


COME HOME 
EARLY TO 


FINE COMING 
BACK FOR AN 
EARLY DINNER 

ONCE IN 
AWHILE... 


WANT TO EAT 
ANYTHING 
PARTICULAR? 


~ALTHOUGH 
TLL PROBABLY 
ONLY HAVE TIME. 
FOR SOMETHING 


TLL BUY 
‘SOME BEER! 


ITOLD YOU, 
TMNOT 
WEARING 
SOMETHING 
THIS UGLY! 


T WONDER IF 
ASAMIS 
WATCHING 
THEM RIGHT 
NOW... 


having 


tsHou \ 


TEXT HM 
THAT IM 
STUCK AND 
CAN'T COME 


| o09, the 
\ fireworks 
have started 


‘and rm 
stil heret 
Damn! 


BUT 
EMI-CHAN, 
THIS 
WHAT THE 


Tans 
ligt 


THERE'S 
NOTHING 


SIHCSSBAAC OTHERS SOV 


OCA S AeA TTRRBOR S HOI 


RET UC 
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BRR Or-OO 


Cor) 


HURRY My WERE YOU 
UP AND GET pS WAITING 
CHANGED ‘< FOR ME? 


H-HOW?! 
IT'S ALREADY 
PAST TEN... 


| TW a ae 
IM 1 


(img 
Was { 


y .\ 
\\ ts 
Verran 
Jo You, 
\SN'T IT? 


fal 


THIS PART 
OF YOU IS ALSO 
| APPRECIATING IT. 


AT THAT TIME, 
9 ON THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE 
RIVER IN A 
SECRET PLACE, 


AGROUP OF 
MEN WERE 
WORKING UP A 
DIFFERENT KIND. 
OF SWEAT. 


Ce - HEY YOU! 
DONT JUST 
STAND THERE 
UKE A FOOL. 
IGNITE IT! 


TOO SLOW! 
HURRY UP 
ALREADY! THE. 
FESTIVAL'S NOT 
OVER YET! 
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HEY, 
EVERYONE! 
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GEEZER? 
NOT MY b ™y TAKABA INTERNATIONAL 
TURN. h Je| TRADING COMPANY 
™ 
a | TAKABA AKIHITO 
: bate ae DEPARTMENT HEAD 
LUFEILONG Tg \\ = 
SUBORDINATE pS \ \ WE HAVE 
NY TOENTERTAN 
A BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATE? A 
| MANAGER SHOULD | 
OF JUST ORDER 
COURSE, 


IMUST 


IFIGO BY MYSELF, 
THE CLIENT MIGHT 
THINK OUR COMPANY 
CAN BE EASILY 
PUSHED AROUND. 
INEED TO BRING ONE 
OF THE OTHERS IN 
ORDER TO DISPLAY A 


YOU'LL GO?! 
THEN YOU 
CAN BE IN 
CHARGE OF 
‘SPEAKING 


FTHE 
NEGOTIATIONS 
GO WELL, 
YOU'LL RECEIVE 
AGENEROUS fy 


private 
room) 


IT'S BENEATH ME 
TOHAVE TO DEAL 
WITH SOMEONE LIKE. 


HS ELEVATED POSITION 
THROUGH CONNECTIONS 
INSTEAD OF MERIT OR 
HARD WORK. 


EVEN THAT 
ONE OVER 
THERE DOESN'T 

RESPECT YOU. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


BEGIN? 


OVERTIME 
BONUS? 


vs HMPH. I DONT. 
NEED MONEY. 


SO YOURE 
TAKABA 
INTERNATIONAL 
TRADING'S 
DEPARTMENT 
You DONT HEAD? 
LOOK LIKE 
YOU CAN 
EVEN SPEAK 


ENGLISH. 


HRSSIRUEST ATS 
ICONRAREDIION 
. YOU'VE GOT 
TOONTEAvE wc Mee t ANOTHER THING COMING 
j F YOU THINK A SPOLED 
: BRAT UKE YOU WILL BE 
ABLE TOHANDLE 
SOMEONE LIKE ME 
WHO'S FOUGHT MY WAY 
; A TO THE TOP STARTING 
Surin tat fi My FROM THE BOTTOM. 
ere ‘MUAHAHAHA 
EN EACEIIIKES 


OBVIOUSLY, 
ITS A ROPE 


TWANT YOU TO 
TIE UP YOUR 
SUBORDINATE 
WITH THE ROPE 
AND SHOW ME 
HOW YOU MAKE 
HIM SUBMIT 


YOU'RE HERE 
TO ENTERTAIN 
ME, AFTER 
ALL! SAKE IS 
JUST PART OF 
THE ENTER- 
TAINMENT!! 


Ge 


IF 100 ls 


WHATS HEg TEWP ASMA 
GOING TO 


eNy sia NsIOY A 
exacTin VAI ne) ‘ 
RETRIBUTION WARS WHEN I ASK HM 
LATER? TO WORK SOME 
: TES 


WHAT? YOU 
DON'T HAVE THE 
GUTS FOR IT? 
YOUR ATTITUDE 
PROVES YOU AND 
YOUR COMPANY 
WON'T GET VERY 
FARINTHS 
WORLD. Ss 


SHOW HM YOUR 
INNER STRENGTH, 
DON'T YOU WANT TO. 
PROVE TOHM THAT 
YOU AREN'T SOMEONE, 
WHO OWES HS 
POSITION TO 
CONNECTIONS. 
ALONE? 


A-ASAMI! 
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ke 


haps 


JUST GET 
ON WITHIT 
ALREADY. ¢ 


THE! 
f! SORRY FOR 
THS.. 
WA 
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DISRESPECTFUL | 
‘SUBORDINATE! | 
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WHAT I'VE 
ALWAYS 
WANTED! 


HEY... 


-AKHITO? |W 


ARE YOU 
OKAY? 


ai 
OFF? 


LEFT 


THATS| 


AGREAT, 
EXPRESSION. 


YOU'RE NOT 
ALLOWED TO 
TOUCH YOUR 


TLL MAKE 
YOU SUBMIT 
WITH MY 
TECHNIQUE. 


TICKLES, LIKE 
AMOSQUITO 


HOW DOES IT 
FEEL BEING 
AT SOMEONE 
H ELSE'S MERCY? 


TKNEW YOU 
COULDN'T 
RESIST FOR 


THE ONE WHO. 
WANTS IT BAD, 
THOUGH, AREN'T 


THeway YOU? 
YOUR HPS 

HAVE BEEN 
wounsso ff 


YOU WANT 
IT, TOO. 
YOURE 
JUST AS 
HOT AND 

THROBBING... 


YOU UP, 
HAVING YOU 


—~j_irsi00 
SY) yeaRs Too 
——|__ EARLY FOR 


YOU TO THINK 
YOU CAN 
—~\ SUBDUE ME. 
—— 


TO HAVE 


‘AND YOU GET 
TO INDULGE 
ME UNTILTM 

COMPLETELY 

SATISFIED... 


NOW THEN, 
IT'S MY TURN 


‘SOME FUN... 


AKIHITO 
THEN BEGAN 
PLOTTING TO 

BUY SOME ROPE 
IN SECRET 
TO PRACTICE 
WITH... 


END 


IT WAS A 
MISTAKE TO 
SUDDENLY TRY 


TO TIE UP ASAMI, 


WHOIS AN 
EXPERT AT 
BONDAGE 
TECHNIQUES... 


TIGHTLY 
BOUND IN 
LEATHER 
RESTRAINTS, 
TREFLECTED 
ONMY 
ACTIONS. 
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at AFFAIRS DEPART- — |-— 
is ‘MENT AT TAKABA eae 
ee INC. — 2 
AZ TAKABR AKIMITO. 
ee 
p le 
TheRe ane ALOT ; _ 
oF SENS wae 
EMPLOYEES IN MY i = 
ONENT / _ 
I GOT INTO THIS. é 


COMPANY THANKS 
TO MY CONNECTIONS, 
AND I’M A MANAGER 
‘ONLY BY NAME. MY 
EMPLOYEES DON'T 
WANT ANYTHING TO 
DO WITH ME. 


ETHOUsHT 
WAS BOING TO BE 


SOMEHOW 
TFS 
THAT IT was 


MADE TO ACCEPT 
UNFAVOUIRAGLE 
CONDITIONS, 


5 ae 


TOO Easy. 


In CHARGE OF THE EASTERN 
EUROPEAN DIVISION 


HOW Was’ DISAPPO- 
MY BUSINESS eas INTINE, 
PROPOSAL? WHEN We 

HE NOTICE 
MOTIWATION 


TULTAKE A 
LOOK AT IT 
NOW. 


you gust 
TRINE IT'S 
Ne 


10 YOU 
TAKE IT 
YOURSELF? 


FODEST ELF, 


SAMI RYUICHL = 

IN CHARGE OF The 

NORTH AMERICAN 
DIVISION 


mytazar 
INC., WHO 
ALS0 WANTED 
THE POOJECT, 
SEEM TO HAVE 
DROPPED IT. 


HE PROBAGLY ies oust 
sue West Deseeteo 
UNDEe 


ON'A VACA 
"TION. 


He 
THEY DONE 


E i 
Sey ‘oy if 


You cAN 
ALSO 60, 
ASAML TL 

FINISH HEDE, 


You dort 


reed! 3 SS 
2 


Youll demand} USN 
overtime pay 
again, Won't 

? 


TWAS LOOKING 
FOR SOME OLD 
FLES FOR THE 
MEETING T0- 
MORROW. 


WHat Ape 
YOU DONE? 
‘OVERTIME? 


OVERTIME 
PAYMENT IS 
UST A PRETEXT 
FOR SEXUAL, 
HARASSMENT. 


EVEN THOUGH 
HE'S SOUGHT 
AFTER BY CLI- 
ENTS, AND THE 
FEMALE STAFF, 


WHY IS HE SO 


1 extortion 


| arsape 


Plplease get 
your payment 
fom the com 


IT WASN'T 
LONG AFTER I 
‘STARTED HERE, 
THAT HE MADE 

\\\_ US SHARE THIS 
SECRET. 


HE BEHAVES 
AUDACIOUS. 
TOWARD ME 
‘SOMETIMES 
TOO. 


HE sues 
‘2000. 


is it...? Take 
Responsviity.. 
ot this 


T SURE 
a AREN'T YOU 
OUST LOOK 

AT THIS. 


i 
On the dest 
everyone uses | 


10 MORE 
THIS ON THE DESk 


/ eis sone- 
WHEZE ELSE. 


OurTsiDE 
} THE WINDOW, 
MANEEC. 


c-cOMING. 
FROM THE CALM 
ASAM'S MOUTH, 
IT'S SOMEWHAT 
eporic... 


ALTHOUGH HE 
USUALLY DOESN'T 
TALK MUCH, AT 
MOMENTS Like 
HIS, HE BECOMES 
TALKATIVE. 


IF I WAS A 
WOMAN, I WOULD 
BE COMPLETELY 


‘SWEPT AWAY. 


thé & the 
onky, Time a 


NONETHELESS, 
I’M STILL AT THE 
TOP HERE. 


AS A SUPERIOR, 
TO LEND MY 
EMPLOYEE 
ACHEST TO 
LEAN ON. 


rs My i. 
RESPONSIBILITY, | 


I WILL DO 
MY BEST IN 
THIS WAY TO- 
moReow, 


PRIVATE TIME: 
WE SPEND. 
TOGETHER? 


HAVEN'T I FIT 
INTO MY POST 
BETTER WITH 

THI... 


THE MANAGER ~ 

TAKABA AKIHITO, 

AGE 25, WHO IS 

| RELIED UPON By 
HIS EMPLOYEES, 

CONTINUES SHINING 

TODAY TOO! 


END 


MANAGER, 


00 YEsTEROAY, 
WMANASED> 


WHat 00 

YOU MEAN YOU. 

HAVEN'T EINSHED 
CHECKING THE 


PIAThRER 


IrAVR—-O HA 


YOU'RE MY HUNGER IN VIEWFINDER by Ayano Yamane 


PERSPO 


The Bla Businessman. 
Aanthichit 


The day when the little 
monster arrived in Asami 


Ryuichi’s life 


Yamane Ayano 


SINCE THES 
IME nT GOT THIS 


=a 
t 1 
ap PENTHOUSE FROM 
THE|PPEVIOQUS: 
oe 
T Never / 
FELT, THAT, T. 


WAS LACKING IN. 
\ETHING— 


| SOMETHI 
/ / 


"TN: broth or tea poured over rice and topped 
with something savoury. 


THAT'S THE 
WAY MY LIFE 


Is NOW. yy 


TAKAgA\ 
AKIHITO. 


OOESN'T 
MATTER 
REALLY... 


YOU CAN, 
CLEAN THIS 
UP AND RE- 
PLACE THE 
THINGS WITH 
ANYTHIN 
YOU LIKE. 


O# YeaH, 


$0 THE 
WATER IS 
STILL WARM, 


SHOULD T 
use FO? THe| 
OPESSING? 


TW Quite 
FAMISHED. 


—PREVIOUSLY WHEN] 

T CAME HOME, AFTEQ] 
HAVING A DRINK, T NEVER) 
FELT THE NEED FOR) 

FOOD. 


0 YOU NEVER 


5 vl 
ATE DINNE® AT 
HOME? THAT'S. 
KIND OF S20. 


THIS IS. MY 
SECRET COLLECTION OF 
HORROR MOVIES. T HAVE 
EVERYTHING FROM GORE 
TILL HORROR FILMS THAT 
WILL MAKE YOU PISS. 
YOUue PANTS! 


Let's 
WATCH THEA 


ge 
ee rd 
ry THE ASAMI HOUSEHOLD MAP WAS SKETCHED IN 
ORDER 10 BE PACED WITH THE MANGA WAS IN 
CREATION. THATS WHY IT WAS NEEDED WN ORDER 10 
FIT THE STORYLINE. ITS A VERY ROUGH SKETCH - 
PLEASE DO NOT WORRY ABOUT SPECIFIC DETALS. 
IN THE SECRETROOM, THERE'S THE BATH AS WELL 
cy e AS THE LIBRARY AREA. ALSQ OTHER WIRED AREAS 
MAY BE LOCATER THERE WERE VARIOUS OTHER 
IDEAS I HAD THOUGHT OF IF ONE WERE 10 PASS 
FROM THE BATHROOM THROUGH THE TSUBONWA 
(BOXED GARDEN) IT WOULD BE A PEEP SHOW 
FOR THE PERSON IN THE TRADITIONAL JAPANESE 
ROOM WATCHING THROUGH THE CIRCULAR WINDOW 
THERE. THE PREVIOUS OWNER WAS TRUIY A PER- 
VERT. THE HIDDEN ROOM HAS AN ESCAPE THROLIGH 
THE CEILING. A HELIPORT ISLOCATED ON TOP IF 
YOURE CHASED YOU CAN ESCAPE QUICKLY! 


ASAMI'S HOME 
IS RIDICULOUSLY 
Bie! 


ON THE NEXT PAGE IS THE SKETCHED 
OUT MAP OF THE ASAMI'S PENTHOUSE. 
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THE PLACES 
MARKED WITH 
THE HEART IS 
WHERE THEY 
OID THE DIRTY! 
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A FIRST TME LMTED EDITION 
BOOKLET |S RELEASED! 
ITS A PLEASURE 10 MEET 
YOU! A HEARTWARMNG STORY 
SET IN THREE VOLUMES! 
TERUO VOLUME! 
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